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GANDHIJI'S IDEA OF SWARAJ AI{D PANCHAYAT
RAJ AS A FEATURE OF DEMOCRATIC

SETUP REFLECTED IN INDIAN
CONSTITUTION.

Dr. Amol B. Karwa,
Assislant ProJbssor,

unraoChavan Lat+, College, Nanded

ABSTRACT
lf lhe illage petishes, Indid will perish bo. ll toill be no nore lndiu. Het own mission in lhe vorld teill get b!t(."

- .lluhunru Gtnlhi.:

.lllh mt Ga .lhi the pmponent ol p ncht.t'tt Rtrj, luring his struggle lrtr inlepenlettcc uttd erut thettltet

hi!;totictl pedpectire. llis views puhlithctl in Htrijtn', c.Vlluitt it\ ifitlrotutnca os, "Thc bctt, .luic(est okl tuofl
cflicie t rear ilt to buikl pp Jiont the holbnl Erct.t t'ilhtg( h/.ls to become u self su.llicietl rerytblic. This tloes tot
rcquirc btore resoltttions. ll requites htov, coryrorale, intelligenl *ork."

The ideo w6 not oul)'Iolhvel i,t i lelefide lndiq, ralhet.li,tls its plq.e .lrli('le 40 oJ conslihttion

directhtg lhe slule to organize village poncho)'d- llovever lhe cornplele .lctto.ralic sclatp, .\tnsiltti,lg of patuchu.t ql t()
co bc folnd fton fft co,tstitutionol anenlnent oct, lhercb! tneruling article 243, tnl odling sche ulc I I lo thc
(onslitutiofl of lndiu. The prcsenl slu.4' aimt lo co el{le the ideo of G ndhiji of Purno Swaruj lhtough Putrt'ltu.tttt

Ruj a d colslilulionol motdsle of l/illoge pancha)'ot.

Keyrvords:-Gazrli iji's Ponchot at Raj. l'onchalvt Rt1j, - 3''t .l ncndnenL Locul Sel/ Govrnnent. I'illogc pont'hol.tt

I ntroduction:-

The lerm swaraj coined to mean. from the tlvo different words. i.e. Swa& Raj. where Sydstands for self and naj

stand for rule. It literally means rule by self. ln other words. it can also be said as self Govemance. self rule or

synonynlously it can either way be said as Home Rule, actually propagated by Swami Dayanandsaraswati. the founder ol

Arya Samaj.

Quoting the imporrance of Panchayat Raj System Candhiji has written, " Ler lndia li'te .for this fi'lrc picttue.

lhough nerq reali:able in its conpleteness, ye hru.\t how o ptoper picltoe of t'hot ve lt(tnl he{ore v'e con hote

so,tethi,g qpproaching it. [f there eyer is to he a republic of eteru tillage in lwlia, then I cloin vrit1, for nty picrnr,' itt

\thich the lasr is e(luol to he rt$t ot. in olher vorls. none is to be the./irst and none the ldsl In this piclttre c|er\

religion has its.lill tnd equtl ploce. ll'e are all leate,s o{ o ntqiestic tree those trunli connot be sho*en o[f its rortts t ltich

arc tleep tlrar.n h lhe botrels o/ the eorth. The tightiesl find cdnnot more it. ln lhislhere is,to toorrt.lbr mdchiues lhdt

,rtould concenttate po\t'ar i Jert,hantls- Lobout hts its un4rc plocc in a culluretl hunun.lintilt Evrl ma<hinc thot

helps etery indit,idual has u place. But I nust co4fess th. l hote neter sal doi'n lo lhink oul vhat thal machine can hc l
hate thoight ofsinger's selring mochine. But evn thol is petrttnctoo'. I do iol need it tof;ll in ul picture."t

These views are actually expressed though not directly but indilectly in Indian constitution by adopting a

derrocratic feature. with a doctrine of separation of powers. still the real essence of Candhian philosophy on this

democratic structure could be traced only from the passing of 73'r constitutional amendment Act'

:llariial. l9-8-19i6. pagc 226.

' t8-t.1922. pagc {
rllarijnn. llt-01-l9l(,. paSc 216
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