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RAGGING AND LAW

Dr. Meer Basharat Ali Meer Quader Ali
Associate Professor,

Narayanrao Chavan Law College, Nanded,
Tq. & Dist.Nanded

lntroduction:
Ragging in lndia is a form of interaction

of the seniors in college or school with the jun-

iors or the newcomers or the first years. lt is

similar to but not same as hazing in the United

States, it is not an initiation. lt involves insults
(simple or suggestive sexual, sarcastic and even

physical), running errands for seniors, and many

other complex activities. Highly reputed lndian

colleges have a rich history of ragging especially

Medical colleges. lt has become increasingly

unpopular due to several complaints of serious

injury to the victims and strict laws regarding

ragging. Ragging is now defined as an act that
violates or is perceived to violate an individual
student's dignity. lt is more of a psychopathic

behavior and reflection of deviant personalities.

Meaning of Ragging :

ln common parlance, ragging means
playing practical jokes on somebody or teach-

ing sorneone a lesson. According to the Cham-

bers English Dictionary
Ragging is an outburst of organized

horseplay, usually in defiance of authority, riot-

ous festivity, especially of under-graduates in

British Universities, associated with the raising

of money for charity.
According to the Reader's Di8est Great

Encyclopedia Dictionary,
"Ragging means a noisy disorderly con-

duct, annual parade of students in fancy dress

to collect money for charity, playing rough jokes,
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