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DETERMINATION OF

STANDARDS IN EDUCATION:

The Overriding Powers Of The Union
Legislature Under the Constitution

Dr.Meer Basharat Ali
Azsociate Professor in Law,
Marayantao Chavan Law College, Nanded
Research Supervisor,
S.AT.M.LU. Nanded
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I. Significance of Education:-

In almaost all lega! systems “Education’
is considered to be an essential attribute of
human civilization and culture. Peace, progress
and prosperity of soclety depends upon educa-
tion only, The greater the number of educated
persans in society the higher would be the sta-
tus of that seciety in the comity of nations. Al-
most every Constitution of the world gives ut-
most importance tothe concept of Education In
its system of Administration. 5o does the Can-
stitution of India. There are provisions enacted
in the Canstitution with regard to Rights of the
indwiduals, and the powers and responsibilities
of the Union and the States in the matter of es-
tablishing and administering the Educational
institutions, and maintaining standards in edu-
cation,

This Article has the object of explaining
the nature and scope of the powers of the Union
and 5tates in regard to the system of Higher Edu-
cation and the overriding power of the Central
Agencies in regard to the question of determin-
ing the standards in Higher Education.

Il The System of Higher Education in India:-

Betore making a referénce to any of the
Constitutional provisions with regard to Educa-
tion it is necessary to point out that the system
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of Education in India is 140 years old. It was In
the year 1857 that the first three Universities:
Calcistta, Madras and Bombay, were 5ot up un-
der the British Rule. Today we have 649 Univer-
sities and an equal number of other Institutions.
Of these 154 are general Universities, 22 are of
Science and Technology; 13 are women's Uni-
yersities, 15 are Open Universities and 17 are
Medical Universities. As on teday we have 13
language Universities, 39 Central Universities,
254 State Universities, 130 Deemed Linlversities
and 13 Institutions of National importance.
Iil. The Problems of Higher Education:-

From its inception the system af Higher
Education in India has faced a number of prab-
lems. The systemn has had to face new chal-
lengas in the post Independence era owing to
tremendous Increase in population, and scien-
tifig, technological and industrial progress in
yvarious matters, The first problem facing the
system of Higher Education at present is to ca-
ter to a very large number of people among
whom there are a disadvantaged group of per-
sons, the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled
tribes. Backward Classes and Minorities, Then
there is the proolem af maintaining the required
standards in education, and all this has to be
done adhering to the principles on whith the
Constitution is founded.

The first principle on which the Consti-
tutional Power is based iz the federal principle.
Umder this principle there | distribution of Leg-
iskative and Administrative Powers between the
Unign and the 5tates. The distribution of power
by way af observing the federal principle en-
joys the status of Basic Structure af the
Constituion,’

IV, Distribution of Legislative Powers between
the Centre and The States with Regard to
Education:-

The Seventh Schedule of the Constitu-
tion containg the lists of subjects in regard to
which the legisiative powers of the Centre and
the States may be exercised. These Lists are
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