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Concept of Liberalism

Dr. Mahesh Jaiwantrao Patil
Department of Political Spience,

Narayanrao Chavan Law College, Nanded

Abstract:
Liberalism has become the doninant ideology in a contemporary world, lt is potitical

doctrine that supports protecrs and enhances the freedom of the individual. It is a central
problem of politics at present. It believes that govemntent is necessam for proreci,tg inilividual
freedom from being harmed by others. It also recognizes lhat government al any level itself can
cause a threat to libefi. As the revolutionary Ame rican pamphleteer, Tlnmas puine (17i7-
l8a9) expressed it in Common Sense (1776): governntent is ar best ,,A necessary evil.',
lnt s://www.britannica.c . Status, police and judges are needed to secure the individual's

life, liberty and property. But their coercive potver can also be tumed against individual.
The main problem of liberal ideology is to create a fair political system thqt provides

power to Sovernmenl to ldke necessary action to protect individual liberty but also prevents
lhose who run the government from abusing that pov,er.

Liberalism has mahy phases. It has three phases particularll, classical liberalism,
Modern liberalism and. neo liberalistn. Classical liberalism is also knox,n as negative liberalism.
Modern Iiberalism supports v'elfarc state conccpt. But neo- libcralisnr supports the nev,
economic systetn which is based on liberalization, privatization antl globalization. Each phase
supported separate political and econoiiic' iystem. At prese t it is o doninant ideology in
contemporary workl. Liberalism opposel c ontrovZriTit&iideolo pt' fasci snt und communism.

Keywords: Individual liberty, Govenrment,, Eroperty, 
-g-apiralism, 

Srate, Lasses fair, and welfare
state.

Research Methods: A qualitarive and library-based research merhod used to understand the
concept of Liberalism and how the liberalism ideology is important to common citizen, society,
and Govemment.

Data Collection-
The following sources of data used in rvriting rhis research paper

Primary Sources:
. The repolt on Concept of Liberalism

2) Secon Sources:
. Relevant reference books and research articles.

Note on Reference:

The researcher has used the 'in-text' method for citation, mentioning the sumame of the
autho( year of publication and page number at the end of the sentence. At the end of the research
paper' full bibliographical reference is given in the following manner: Author, year of
publication, Title of the work in (Italicized), place of publication, and publisher.

Introduction:
Liberalism is a principle of polirics or ideology. It insists on .libeny' of indivitlual. It is

first and foremosr goal of any public policy. Liberty impries freedom from restraints particularly,
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